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their new theatre was opened in Portugal Row, near
Lincoln's Inn Fields, (April 1662,) the total receipt
(after deducting the nightly charges of " men hire-
lings and other customary expences,") was di-
vided into fifteen shares, of which it was agreed hy
articles previously entered into 2, that ten should be-
long to D'Avenant; viz. two " towards the house-rent,
buildings, scaffolding, and making of frames for
scenes ; one for a provision of habits, properties, and
scenes, for a supplement of the said theatre; and seven
to maintain all the women that are to perform or re-
present women's parts, in tragedies, comedies, &c. and
in consideration of erecting and establishing his actors
to be a company, and his pains and expences for that
purpose for many years." The other five shares were
divided in various proportions among the rest of the
troop.

In the paper above referred to it is stated by Sir
Henry Herbert, that D'Avenant " drew from these
ten shares two hundred pounds a week ;" and if that
statement was correct, each share in his play-house
then produced annually six hundred pounds, sup-
posing the acting season to have then lasted for thirty
weeks.

Such were the emoluments of the theatre soon after
the Restoration ; which I have stated here, from au-
thentick documents, because they may assist us in
our conjectures concerning the profits -derived from
stage-exhibitions at a more remote and darker period.

From the prices of admission into our ancient thea-
tres in the time of Shakspeare, which have been
already noticed, I formerly conjectured that about
twenty pounds was a considerable receipt at the
Blackfriars and Globe theatre, on any one day; and
my conjecture is now confirmed by indisputable evi-
dence. In Sir Henry Herbert's Office-book I find the

a These articles will be found in a subsequent page.